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Philips hopes to clinch ‘Arena of the Year' award
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In a move that highlights its growing popularity as one of the nation's top concert venues, Philips Arena
has been nominated by one of the concert industry's leading magazines for its "Arena of the Year" award.

Pollstar magazine selected Philips as one of eight nominees among venues around the country in
December and plans to announce the winner on Feb. 15 at the 17th annual Pollstar Concert Industry
Awards in Las Vegas.

"We're elated to be nominated," said Philips Arena President Bob Williams. "It validates what artists and
their fans constantly tell us, and that is that Philips Arena is a special place for concerts."

The "Arena of the Year" award is based on a venue's number of concerts, attendance, percentage of
sellout events and concert grosses -- as well as its acoustics and design; the nomination is Philips' first in
the category.

The last six months of the year were especially good for Philips, which hosted A-list music acts such as
Destiny's Child, Bruce Springsteen, the Rolling Stones, U2, Paul McCartney, Kenny Chesney, Coldplay,
Elton John and Green Day -- most for sold-out shows.

"In the last six months of the year, we had the most prolific period in Philips Arena's history," said
Williams.

Since opening in 1999, the arena has ranked among the top 10 concert venues in the nation in terms of
attendance, and was ranked by Billboard Magazine last year among the country's top five highest-
grossing concert and events venues.
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